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worldwide, to which this paper aligns. In other words, the
conclusions of this paper can be generalized in certain given
conditions and teaching environments. To change the data of the
research, such as the age group, would mean to change the
situation altogether, so obviously the results and conclusions
may differ to some extent. And finally, the last hallmark of
scientific research of sekaran is represented by parsimony -
meaning the simplicity in explaining the phenomenon under
scrutiny, rather than making use of an uncontrollable amount of
variables - this paper intends to be as clear and parsimonious as
possible by using simple, structured data and relying on real life
experiences, both personal and drawn from the expertise of
established authors.

Scientific research can be generalry and broadly divided,
particularly regarding sciences, into basic research or applied
research. The first type is less goal-oriented and it mostly results
in theory while its conclusions tend to be theoretical rather than
practical. The second type ofresearch, the applied one, is related
and at the same time intertwined with basic research. It differs
because it is goal-oriented from the beginning.

In his lecture on the new methods for Humanities research, fohn
unsworth, professor at the National Humanities center,
observed:

'lf we consider humanities research in terms of the basic
and the applied, some woutd say that alt humanities
research is basic research, because it never aims at having
a practical application t...1. On the other hand, if

x'' Children's literature, its visua -::-.
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to understand cultural interactions'.6 This is certainly a valid
observation regarding this paper, as there is a common
assumption that literature can contribute to the acquisition of a
foreign language and the author aligns to this idea, attempting at
the same time to bring a personal, original contribution to this
assumption, questioning it and trying to discover some new
perspectives on the matter.

As a conclusion, the difference between scientific research and
humanities research and their methods may well be not that
significant. In fac! they are rather similar, with the single main
difference that scientific research can offer accurate, clear and
quantifiable results, whereas humanistic methods bring about
discussion and raise questions rather than proving facts. In
unsworth's words: 'there is more a difference of degree rather
than of kin d'7. An important aspect that needs to be underlined is
that the academic value of any research concerns reliability and
credibility; it also concerns the quality of the research methods
applied and last but not least the researchers' ethical standards.
A more recent added value under scrutiny in this respect is that
all serious research should be made available for general peer
review, for example by being published, thus excluding any
potential inadvertent concerns.

Regarding the research conducted for this paper, an outline of
which will be presented in the last chapter, alongside the real
questionnaires and interviews applied in practice, a

6 http ://shc.stanford.edu/how-humanities-research_conducted
7 http : / / people.brandeis.edu/-unsworth/lyman.htm
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standardized methods are applied for data collection [for
example in expert assessments, observations, interviews or
formal testing). The variables can thus be expressed in numerical
form, and the data material can be described in the form of
tables, graphs or statistical measurements such as averages,
variances and correlations, and analyzed with the aid of e.g.
analysis of variance, factor analysis or regression analysis,e.

Another popular approach used in qualitative research regarding
education and learning is called grounded theory: a systematic
inductive methodology in the social sciences which implies
constructing a theory through the analysis of data. It differs
consistently from traditional models of research; instead of
choosing an existing theoretical framework and collecting data to
confirm or infirm the theory in the researched case, it begins
with a question or a collection of qualitative data as such. This is
what this paper basically did. starting from some previous
related research in the field of stories in the EFL, it gradually
observed the existence of relevant data and facts concerning the
beneficial use of children's literature in learning English as a
second language. The data began to be collected and then a
pattern became apparent. Another other scientific research
method, perhaps one of the most commonly used, is called the
hypothetico-deductive method. It implies a scientific inquiry -
the formulating of a hypothesis that would be confirmed or
rejected by the consequent research. when the hypothesis is

e Befring, Edvard, Forskningsmetoder i utdanningsvitenskap, cappelen Damm
Akademisk, 2075, Retrieved from: https://www.etikkom.no/en/library/
intro duction/methods-and-approaches/quantitative-methods/
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{* Carina Br6nzila *

These students represented the case studies per se and they
were interviewed by the teacher at the end of each such study-
lesson. Their parents were also interviewed in order to assess
the impact of teaching methods and their eventual success.
observations followed the participant-observer model, meaning
the teacher as observer recorded the process without making
judgments. The one-to-one interviews of the students were also
as unbiased as possible, aiming to assess the real impact of
children's literature in an EFL class through record sheets and
verbal interviews. Photography and video recording were also
used in some cases, with the parents'written consent. A research
study of a specific intervention or phenomenon such as this
should include pre-tests and post-tests. However, these were not
used in all cases as some of the selected students from the
private school ceased coming to classes and therefore were not
post-analyzed. However, the author developed a simple yet
relevant questionnaire that was applied to several ESL teachers
in the geographical area in the form of a few surveys made
available online and disseminated via email, too. These surveys
aimed to find out about significant teaching experience using
children's literature in the case of other fellow teachers. The
questionnaire was disseminated via e-mail through the
Moldavian Association of English Teachers [MATE), the local
School Inspectorate and in the closed yahoo group of doctoral
students from the 'Alexandru I.cuza' university of lasi. A total of
53 teachers offered their valuable feedback. The study has of
course its limitations and a larger number of students and ESL
teachers included in the study would have been more useful and
relevant. However, the results and feedback were consistent
throughout the study and a high percentage, of more than g9% of
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